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these characteristics become chronic, serious offenders. What accounts for these individual differences? Specific life circumstances and quirks of fate that may be difficult even to determine probably account for a substantial part of the difference. But perhaps identifiable biological differences interacting with a complex set of social and environmental factors that can be untangled, and therefore dealt with in some manner, also play a role.ble that other methods should be developed and employed. That what those methods might be is not known is precisely the point of recommending research on the issues that have been raised with respect to psychopathy. Such research, if it is productive, offers hope of averting the processes that when they result in criminal behavior in certain adults have proved extremely difficult to deal with, Although the hypothesized characteristics of the psychopath occur in only a small proportion of identified offenders-, if these persons account for a disporportionately large amount of serious crime, the potential importance of the research may be great.
